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great   dictatorships   of   Europe   today   have   in
common.

But the parallel and similarity are only to the
extent of their main, underlying principle of totali-
tarianism, or the supremacy of the state, and the
insignificance and unimportance, or even the totally
negative valuation, placed upon the individual. Of
this principle and way of reasoning the rest of
their policies are the outcome and result. They
are similar in origin, as they are all the result of
a state of uncertainty and despair; they are similar
in method, in that the dictators promise to relieve
the uncertainty by make-believe accomplishments.
By gaining control they try to exercise their author-
ity and influence not only on every phase of life
but even on every thought and act of human be-
havior.

Their method of retaining their power and their
influence on the masses is properly described by
Spencer in expounding his theory that the hypnotic
power which leaders or heroes exert on the mob is
made possible by a weakened mental state of the
populace due to prolonged suffering and monotony.
They retain their power by the constant outpouring
of propaganda and the repetition of the same mis-
statements and lies, which act as a drug on great